
Commodore	

A few words from the new commodore	
 	
Thanks very much for your support and voting me in as 
Commodore. It’s an honour and privilege to serve in this role. 
Thanks to all Executive Committee for your support and thanks 
especially to Ken for all the work on development of the new 
charity status of the club. My first priority will be making this 
new structure a success, and that day-to-day running of the club 
continues as normal.	
 	
For members who I don’t know so well, let me introduce myself, 
I started sailing with my family in a Mirror at Brightlingsea, then 
got into racing in RS200 at Wembley Sailing Club, within sight of 
the two towers of the old Wembley stadium (at Welsh Harp 
reservoir). I raced with Lucy (then girlfriend…!) competing in the 
circuit events and National Champs. I have also done yacht 
cruising and racing and also worked as a yacht rigger. We’ve 
sailed at many different clubs – so I’m keen to ‘give back’ to the 
sport. Now we have the boys, Alex and Jake; we have enjoyed 
supporting Alex’s sailing in Toppers, until in his teenage years he 
decided he’d had enough! I still hope Jake might get more 
involved, but he’s busy horse-riding with Lucy.	
 	
When I first joined Notts County, thirteen years ago, I bumped 
into Phillippa Logan and Kathryn Ryan, both of whom I work with 
at University of Nottingham. While we have many doctors at the 
club – I’m an academic Dr (PhD), not a medical doctor!	
 	
I have been proud to lead the development of our status as ‘RYA 
Pathway’ for junior and youth – this is a new initiative for RYA 
and has strengthened our Youth and Junior Race Squad. We 
hope to expand this to include Sailability as the RYA develops this 
aspect. Other clubs have sought our advice and I have been 
pleased to share our successes with Saturday club and 
encouraging youth and juniors into club racing.	
 	
So, on that note, I am proud of our family-friendly, inclusive, 
volunteer-run club and I will ensure we continue excellent racing 
and training and also many other water activities including 
windsurfing and wing-foiling, stand-up paddleboarding.	

Look forward to chatting with you at the club.	

Neil
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Above: The winter series continues with around 20-25 
boats out.

https://www.ncsc.org.uk/water-activities/open-meetings/
https://members.ncsc.org.uk/event/1241823
https://members.ncsc.org.uk/event/1241829
https://members.ncsc.org.uk/event/1204219
https://members.ncsc.org.uk/event/1246045


Masts under clubhouse: There are a number 

of masts under the clubhouse on a rack, none 

are identified and we will be clearing any 

remaining in early January and disposing of 

them to make room for training boat storage, 

keeping our assets protected over winter. 

Membership	Reminder that the 2026 renewals will be 

sent out in December. Please notify any 

changes now (today), beforehand as it 

saves the membership secretary time 

sorting out any issues.

Training	
Thanks to all who have helped in 2025. Many of the courses scheduled for 2026 are now on the website including club safety boat courses. Sign up via Sailing Club Manager. In addition if you are an instructor, aspiring instructor or just want to assist with training you can also volunteer now for next year. Have a great holiday season

Social	
21st Sunday - End off year social after racing 
around 2.30 food available with Christmas twist.
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